
MILICA N. POPOVIĆ  Curriculum Vitae

Milica N. Popović was born in 1967 in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. In July 1993, she graduated in Technology from 
the University of Belgrade with the equivalence to the University of Milan. In the same year, she left her home 
country and moved to the city of art, Florence, where she began to express her creative side, taking her first 
steps in the world of restoration, first as a student and then as a teacher, at the National Central Library of 
Florence and the Brera Academy of Fine Arts in Milan. This experience helped her discover her love for art 
and the restoration of artistic and humanistic heritage. In April 1998, she was recognized by the Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage as a restorer of ancient books at the “Alfonso Gallo” Institute for the Pathology of the Book 
in Rome.

On March 24, 1999, in the Bottega dei Artisti in the historic palace of Piazzale Donatello, 29 in Florence, 
she gave life to L’Incunabolo, her small gem. The activity to which Milica N. Popović dedicates herself with 
authentic passion in her workshop is the care and recovery of ancient and rare manuscripts and incunabula, 
codices and printed books, archival and library documents, restoring life and presence to a precious material 
condemned to oblivion.

In its working history, “L’incunabolo” has had the great opportunity to intervene directly on the conservative 
restorations of:

30 Codices belonging to the Galileo Galilei 
Collection of the National Central Library of Florence. 
11.09.2000 - 14.03.2001

434 printed volumes belonging to the Medicean 
Laurentian Library in Florence.
06.06.2002 - 30.10.2002.

Continuous collaboration with the Archive of the Opera 
di Santa Maria del Fiore, Florence from 15.03.2002 to the 
present with the completion of more than 250 restoration 
interventions, among which are:

CODEX CALLED “AGNUS DEI,” parchment codex of 
c.142, Ecclesiastical memoirs, privileges relating to the 
Opera Secolare and the church of Santa Maria del Fiore.

Illuminated Codex No. 25
OPERA SANTA MARIA DEL FIORE, 
15.12.2013 - 29.01.2014 
Inv. 1958: N. 25 Antiphonary containing the responses and 
antiphons for the Proper of the saints from the feast of 
Saint Agatha, Saints Peter and Paul, the Annunciation 
and the name of the Virgin, up to the feast of Saint 
Zenobius.

DEBTORS AND CREDITORS OF THE OPERA
Series VII.1.35. Year 1486, VII.1.51. Year 1515, VII.1.54. 
Year 1521, VII.1.62. Year 1541, VII.1.63. Year 1549, VII.3.65. 
Year 1561, VII.1.68. Year 1575.

JUSTIFICATIONS OF THE COMPUSTERIA
Series XI.3.46. XI.3.47. XI.3.48. XI.3.49. XI.3.50. 
Year 1874-1878.

AFFARI SERENAI, Chancery papers 
of Lodovico Serenai containing family and personal 
memoirs. Series XII.1.15. 16th century.

AFFARI BONAIUTI, Inheritance of the Priest 
Dr. Niccolò Bonaiuti, Year 1645. Series XII.1.20.

Sculptures and mosaics of the DUOMO FACADE, 
Augusto Conti. No. 91, Year 1883.

Rime di TOMASO RIMBOTTI
Series XII.1.10. XII.1.11. Year 1578-1583.

MUSICAL ARCHIVE 

No. 6 Musical manuscript, 
Responsoria omnia by Francesco Corteccia, Year 1570.  

No. 11 Musical manuscript by unknown authors, Motets for 
various solemnities and feasts of the saints of the Liturgical 
year. 

No. 13 Musical manuscript by Giovanni Animuccia, 
late 1500s. 

No. 15 Musical manuscript by an unknown author, 
Motets for the main feasts of the year. The last motet 
assigned to Giovan Batista Comparini. Late 1500s. 

No. 16 Manuscript by Luca Batti. Psalms and Magnificat 
of various Vespers of the year. Important for the history 
of Florentine musical art, close to the beginning of the 
melodrama. 16th and 17th centuries. 

No. 17 Musical by Tommaso Lodovico da Victoria 
for 4 voices. Year 1583. Interesting is the dedication to 
Philip II, King of Spain, where he mentions the 
Roman School where he had learned the art, etc. 

Amidst dust and tender light,
the written voice awakens,

and stories softly dance again,
unbound from silent chains,

page by page.



No. 19 Believed to be a volume of the d. Passio. 
17th century. 

No. 20 Asola, motets and Psalms, Magnificat etc. 
Palestrina, Comparini, Sapiti. Year 1658. A very 
interesting book for artistic and other reasons. For 
example, Psalm Lxitu is written with values (figures) 
reduced by half, it seems like modern writing. Several 
compositions by the Comparini are written by a certain 
“Petrus Paolo Morellinis” as can be read on page 109. 
All initials of elegant pen design, some of which are 
decorated with flowers, small heads, and some small 
animals. A manuscript book of a different hand.  

No. 21 Three small handwritten volumes from the second 
half of the 1600s. A collection of motets, Psalms, Masses, 
Vespers by multiple masters. It begins with the Passion 
of Palm Sunday and the other feasts. There is music 
by: Marco da Galliano, Vitali, Bartoli, Corsi, Victoria, 
Giovanni Batta, Comparini, Serra, Palestrina, Cerri. 

No. 23 Motets for the weekday Sundays for the whole 
year by Filippo Vitali, chapel master of H.R.H. for 5 
voices. Year 1790. 

No. 24 Printed volume of a Mass by Giovanni Pier Luigi 
di Palestrina, Year 1600. 

No. 25 Handwritten volume. A Mass for 6 voices then 
hymns, motets, Magnificat, this one by Luca Bati, year 
1603. In tribulationi, a motet by Palestrina. 

No. 27 (17) Magnificat, No. 13 Psalms by Morales 
(Campentras); Del Priore, Verdelot, P. Colin, Leritier. 

No. 28 A beautiful manuscript with magnificent goose 
quill initials from those times. They are anonymous 
hymns. There is a psalm written by a different hand with 
the name Ioannes Benvenutus inscribed. 

No. 29 Tommaso Lodovico da Victoria.
Pier Luigi Palestrina is the Michelangelo of polyphony, 
this is the Raphael. Dedicated to Charles Emmanuel of 
Savoy. Printed musical volume in Rome by Alessandro 
Gardano in 1583. This volume also contains motets by 
other masters: Guerrero, Soriano. 

No. 31 Pier Luigi da Palestrina. Book V of the Masses. 
Printed in Rome, 1590. 

No. 32 Pier Luigi da Palestrina. Hymns for 4 voices 
for the Vespers of the whole year, dedicated to 
Pope Sixtus V. Printed in Rome in 1589. 

No. 33 Book of Masses. Vespers, motets by various authors. 
Responses for Holy Week by Marco da Gagliano, Attucci 
Florentine chaplain in the year 1655. In addition to Gaglliano, 
the authors are: Palestrina, Victoria, Luca Bati, Grazzi, Cerri. 

No. 34 Petri Pauli Paciotti “Seminari” Romani Musicae 
moderatoris liber punum. Printed in Rome 1591. 

No. 35 Another autograph by Vitali containing: introits, 
motets, hymns, for various solemnities. Year 1790. 

No. 36 Late manuscript of various Motets of the Week by 
Galliano. These and others prove that these nocturnes were 
sung uninterruptedly for two centuries. 

No. 39 Manuscript titled “di M. da Galliano, Chapel Master 
of H.R.H.” A mass for 5 voices, Magnificat, many motets, 
introits by Galliano. 

No. 42 Manuscript by an unknown author. 
Psalms and Magnificat and Motets. 

No. 44 Musical manuscript. Various motets for the feasts of 
St. Stephen, St. John the Apostle. Hymns of Saint Juliana 
which P.M. Franci composuit et scripsit mens Inni 1729. 

No. 45 Responses, Motets for Holy Week, the “passio,” 
compositions by unknown authors. Ecce Quam Bonnu for 
Holy Thursday by Marco da Galliano. 

No. 48 The three “passio” by unknown authors; late 
polyphony. 

No. 49 Manuscript. Responses by Corteccia. Year 1555. 

No. 50 Psalms by Niccolò Sapiti. Year 1670. 

No. 52 Motet in honor of Saint John the Baptist for 2 choirs. 
Manuscript from the second half of the 1500s with beautiful 
initials.

No. 53 By Pauli Augustini Lani Deo. Second book of Masses. 
Printed in 1626. 

No. 55 Book of Laudi in Italian. Unknown Florentine master. 
Year 1600. 

No. 56 Church music by Maestro Gaspero Sborgi. Year 1790. 
For use in S. Maria del Fiore and the Baptistery. 

No. 56bis Transcriptions by Ceccherini of some Responses 
by Corteccia.

54 archival units (Year 1354-1880), belonging to the Camaldoli Apendice Collection 

at the State Archive of Florence. 20.10.2010 - 15.09.2011

Continuous collaboration with the State Archive of Prato, Datini Archive. 

Teaching at BRERA, Academy of Fine Arts, Milan. 2015 - 2018

     

INTERNATIONAL INTERVENTIONS

Incunabula and manuscripts, 15th century, from the Library of the Dominican Convent of Dubrovnik, Croatia. 01.06.2001 - 30.12.2001      

Incunabula and manuscripts, 15th century, from the Library of the Franciscan Convent of Dubrovnik, Croatia. 01.06.2001 - 30.08.2001



Galileo Galilei, 17th Century
7000 Documents, 30 volumes, 

NATIONAL CENTRAL LIBRARY OF FLORENCE



ARCHIVES OF SAN MINIATO, TOSCANA



Musical manuscript, 16th Century 
SANTA MARIA DEL FIORE, DUOMO



Parchments Bardi Archives 
FAMIGLIA GUICCIARDINI



Codice Miniato N25 
SANTA MARIA DEL FIORE, DUOMO FLORENCE


